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ON HIGH ALERT 


Shift in weather helps firefighting crews battling Lilac blaze, but officials warn strong Santa Ana winds are expected to return 


K.C. ALFRED U-T 


On Thursday, the Lilac fire burned at least 65 houses at the Rancho Monserate Country Club, a 55-and-older mobile-home community, near the origin of the fire. 


BRYCE MILLER 
Columnist 


Horses, hearts 
devastated after 
fire rips through 
training facility 


Neighbors raced to grab water- 
ing tubs, hoses and trucks. They 
moved toward pastures surround- 
ing charred San Luis Rey Downs 
and the scared horses huddled 
along the fence. 

They found one horse after 
another pinned to the boundary, 
exhausted by fear and fire and 
evaporating options. 

Terri Willis, manager of Udder 
Feed, flipped through the photos 
on her phone Friday, explaining 
the images from a day earlier. 

“Because of the ash, it was like 
it was snowing here,” Willis said. 
“It’s really sad. They’re confused. 
Some are burned. They don’t 
know what to do. We picked up 
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Communities on edge as evacuees wait for word; some return to lost homes 


BY JOHN WILKENS, PAULINE 
REPARD & TERI FIGUEROA 


Hundreds of firefighters took 
advantage of more favorable winds 
and humidity to go on the offensive 
against the Lilac blaze in North 
County Friday, cutting brush and 
dousing hot spots by hand and 
from the air in a furious battle to 
keep flames from exploding out of 
control again and marching 
toward the coast. 

As darkness fell, the fire was lit- 
tle changed from 18 hours earlier: 
4,100 acres burned and 105 struc- 
tures destroyed along the state 
Route 76 corridor that stretches 
west from Interstate 15 through 
Bonsall and Fallbrook. But offi- 
cials cautioned that dry, swirling 
Santa Ana winds are expected to 
return today and Sunday and 
could kick up embers that might 
start new fires. 

They announced that the fire 
was 15 percent contained. Presi- 
dent Donald Trump declared a 
state of emergency and ordered 
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federal assistance for California, 
which also has major brush fires 
burning in Ventura, Los Angeles 
and Riverside counties. 

Some roads in North County 
were still closed and evacuation or- 
ders remained in place for most of 
the day for an estimated 10,000 
people, many of whom filled Red 
Cross emergency shelters in 
Oceanside, Carlsbad and San 
Marcos while others stayed with 
friends and relatives or in hotels. 
They anxiously watched TVs for 
footage showing whether their 
homes had survived and waited for 
word on when they could go home. 

Late Friday afternoon, evacua- 
tion orders were replaced with 
evacuation warnings for more 
than a dozen streets, cutting the 
evacuation zone by about half. Cal 
Fire urged those returning to be 
careful of hazards, especially 
around burned structures, and to 
be ready to leave again 

At least 65 of the houses lost 
were at the Rancho Monserate 
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TRIO SAVES 

THEIR BONSALL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
FROM WILDFIRE 


BY PAM KRAGEN 


The Three Musketeers of 
French literary fame fought cor- 
ruption with rapiers, but the 
newly nicknamed Three Musket- 
eers of Bonsall fought off a raging 
firestorm Thursday night with 
little more than a pair of expired 
fire hoses. 

Neighbors Cathy Orchard and 
Don Philippbar and his stepson, 
Todd Smith, ignored evacuation 
orders and chose to stay and de- 
fend their homes and several oth- 
ers on Redondo Drive, just south 
of state Route 76. By dawn Friday, 
they’d rescued five houses that 
were all aflame at many points 
during the long, windy night. 

“It was pretty scary for a while 
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VIOLENCE ERUPTS AFTER JERUSALEM DECLARATION 


Israeli jets respond 
to rocket fire from 
Gaza; two killed 


BY HAZEM BALOUSHA 
& LOVEDAY MORRIS 


GAZA CITY 

Israeli forces fired live 
ammunition Friday at Pal- 
estinian protesters who 
burned tires and threw 
stones near the border 
fence with Gaza, and Israeli 
jets responded to rocket fire 
with an airstrike, in a sharp 
escalation of violence over 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capi- 


tal. Two Palestinians were 
reported killed and hun- 
dreds injured. 

One rocket hit the 
southern Israeli city of 
Sderot, but no casualties 
were reported. The unrest 
came amid demonstrations 
across the Middle East and 
in the West Bank and 
Jerusalem. 

The biggest turnout, 
though, appeared to be in 
the Gaza Strip, where thou- 
sands gathered for street 
protests following midday 
sermons focused on the 
United States’ decision to 
move its embassy. 

The Israeli military said 
it had “fired selectively” 
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TODAY’S DEAL 


TRUMP STUMPS FOR MOORE 


President Donald Trump offers unequivocal 
backing for Alabama GOP Senate candidate Roy 
Moore, who has been dogged by accusations of 
sexual misconduct. Moore received an unlikely 
boost Friday after one of his accusers acknowl- 
edged that she incorrectly described Moore’s in- 


Palestinians in Gaza carry away a wounded demon- scription in her high school yearbook. Story, A15. 


strator after clashes Friday with Israeli troops. 
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Pay just $20 for $40 toward shoe cleaning and repair, 
plus save an additional 10% off of all clothes 
alterations and dry cleaning services. Buy now at 
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SANTA CLAUS CLEAR OUT EVENT 


2018 GMC TERRAIN 
LEASE 


PER MONTH ùi F 


FOR + TAX FOR = 
24 MONTHS 


$199 per month + tax for 24 months. 20,000 miles allowed for lease term $.25 per mile 
thereafter. $1,495 customer cash + $3,100 Factory Rebate = $4,595 total due at lease signing. 
Includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit required. On approved credit. Some 
customers may not qualify to lease. 5 at this payment 


2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 DENALI 2017 GMC YUKON DENALI 
$4,796... DEALER DISCOUNT É $4,806.00... DEALER DISCOUNT 
$5,204 we MANUFACTURE REBATE $7194 aaia. MANUFACTURE REBATE 


TOTAL TOTAL 
SAVINGS SAVINGS 
FROM MSRP FROM MSRP 


$4,796 Dealer Discount + $5,204 Manufacturer Rebate = $10,000 total savings from MSRP All 
advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document 
processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. 3 at this 
savings #372078, #465506, #476138. All units subject to prior sale. Excludes leases. 


$4,806 Dealer Discount + $7194 Manufacturer Rebate = $12,000 total savings from MSRP All 
advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document 
processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. 2 at this 
savings #349150, #358197. All units subject to prior sale. Excludes leases. 


All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. Exp. 12/11/17 
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| 888-913-7777 | NCBCG.COM | 1515 Auto Park Way, Escondido 


